TRANSPORTATION MEETINGS SCHEDULED

Meetings have been scheduled in September to provide information and gather comments on an exciting transportation initiative.  The Transportation Act of 2010 is intended to provide financial assistance in meeting present and future transportation needs.  The legislation created twelve special tax districts in which a 1% sales tax can be levied for 10 years, if approved by voters in that district.  Money raised in the district stays in the district.  The 24 member Northeast 
Georgia Regional Transportation Roundtable (RTR), which includes County Commission Chairs and Mayors from throughout the area, oversees activities regarding this effort.  

An Executive Committee, including five members of the Roundtable and three Legislators, has met on numerous occasions in an effort to develop a list of proposed projects to be considered for funding through a Transportation Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (T-SPLOST).  Projects were submitted by a March 30th deadline by local governments throughout the region.  After reviewing the projects for completeness, they were forwarded to the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) for further review.  On June 1st, a list was received from GDOT, and the Executive Committee met with sponsors of the projects over a two-day period to learn more of each.  A list of projects was then presented to the RTR on August 10th for consideration.  A final list must be approved by the RTR no later than October 15th.  

In order to gain input and present the list to interested parties, three meetings have been scheduled in the region.  The meetings will be held from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at the following locations:

September 8, 2011 – Oconee County Civic Center


September 13, 2011 – Crawford Depot


September 22, 2011 – Georgia Perimeter College

The public is invited to attend.  Formal presentations will not be given: those interested may visit during the two hours allotted to view maps and discuss specific projects with members of the Roundtable.  For further information, please contact Jim Dove or Mott Beck at the Northeast Georgia Regional Commission at (706) 369-5650.

