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Plan Revisions 
 

OSEP will make revisions to the UGA Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Plan periodically. All 

changes to the UGA Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan, both minor changes and significant changes, will 

be documented in the revisions chart that is included below. Updates, suggestions for improvement 

and other comments should be directed to the UGA Emergency Operations Manager and e-mailed 

to osep@uga.edu.  

 

 

UGA Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Plan 

Revisions to the 2006 Plan 

 

Section  Updated Information  Subject Change Date 

Title Pages Primary and Secondary 

Contact Information 

  July 10, 2008 

Title Pages Inserted Plan Revision Page To record revisions to 

PHMD 

 July 10, 2008 

 Table of 

Content 

Renumbered pages in the 

Table of Content to reflect 

changes  

 August 2008 

 1.2 Title changes for OSEP 

Director and Biosafety 

Officer 

   July 17, 2008 

1.2 Added Ken Crowe to 

Planning Committee 

 August 8, 2008 

1.7 Updated Past Mitigation 

Projects section 

 September 16, 2008 

1.8 Updated statistics in 

Institution Data 

 July 10, 2008 

2.1 UGA Medical Partnership 

Building floodplain  

Add new building which is 

in Oconee River floodplain 

August 8, 2008 

2.4 Updated information on 

drought and Ad-Hoc Task 

Force on Water Resources  

Added info on Task Force 

created Oct 2007 

September 16, 2008 

2.5 Updated section on foods 

and Medical Partnership 

Bldg 

Added info about new 

building in floodplain 

September 16, 2008 

2.7 Updated information dam 

failure and Golf Course 

Dam 

Added info on Golf Course 

lake and dam and pictures 

September 16, 2008 

3.3 Map of railroad near 

Stadium 

 September 16, 2008 

4.1.3 Tornado Implementation 

Table 

Updated information on this 

table 

September 16, 2008 

4.2.3 Thunderstorms/Wind Updated information on this September 16, 2008 
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Section  Updated Information  Subject Change Date 

Implementation Table table 

4.2.4 Winter Storm 

Implementation Table 

Updated information on this 

table 

September 16, 2008 

4.4 Drought Updated drought 

information 

September 16, 2008 

4.5 Flood Updated info to include 

Medical Partnership Bldg in 

floodplain 

September 16, 2008 

4.6.3 Hail Implementation Table Updated information on this 

table 

 

September 16, 2008 

4.7 Dam Failure & Dame 

Failure Implementation 

Table 

Included information on the 

UGA Golf Course Dam and 

updated information in table 

September 16, 2008 

5.1.3 Hazardous Materials 

Implementation Table 

Updated information on this 

table 

September 16, 2008 

Appendix 

A 

Updated Main Campus Map 

to June 2008 

 July 10, 2008 

 Appendix 

B 

Replaced with new HRV 

Summary pages 

    July 10, 2008 

Appendix 

D 

Updated map showing siren 

location on campus to June 

2008 

 July 20, 2008 

Appendix F Updated Campus Housing 

Map to June 2008 

 July 10, 2008 

Exhibit D Updated floodplain area 

showing Medical 

Partnership Bldg 

 September 16, 2008 

Exhibit E.1 Medical Partnership Bldg 

map 

Added map showing 

floodplain for building 

September 16, 2008 

Exhibit K.1 UGA Golf Course Dam Added map of UGA Golf 

Course Dam 

September 16, 2008 

Exhibit M Updated map showing 

railroads to June 2008 

  July 10, 2008 
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1.0 Introduction  

 

1.1 Purpose and Need 

The Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 was signed into law on October 10, 2000 and allowed 

for states and local governments to develop comprehensive and enhanced mitigation plans. 

These plans are intended to help reduce disaster losses and, if one occurs, streamline the 

recovery process. The planôs functional purpose is to reduce disruption of services, property 

damage, and loss of lives from hazardous events.   

 

The Disaster Resistant University (DRU) project is a planning initiative where universities 

develop a hazard mitigation plan like cities, counties, and states with a mission to promote 

campus disaster planning, mitigation, response, and recovery. In the last decade, disasters 

have affected university and college campuses with disturbing frequency, sometimes 

causing death and injury, but always imposing monetary losses and disruption of the 

institutionôs teaching, research, and public service. Damage to buildings and infrastructure 

and interruption to the institutional mission can result in significant losses that can be 

measured by faculty and student departures, decreases in research funding, and increases in 

insurance premiums. These losses could have been substantially reduced or eliminated 

through comprehensive pre-disaster planning and mitigation actions. Hazard mitigation is 

accepted as good practice and many government jurisdictions now require it. Higher 

education institutions have an interest on many levels to become more disaster-resistant. 

Administrators, faculty, and staff are realizing that improving their campusô resistance to 

disaster will not only protect their own lives and those of their students, it will also 

safeguard the campusô instruction, research, and public service. 

 

The University of Georgia (UGA) is strongly committed to protecting its population of more 

than 45,000 faculty, staff, students, and visitors on a daily basis. With more than 380 

buildings on the main campus nestled in the center of Athens, Georgia (see Appendix A), 

UGA continually strives to maintain strong ties within the Athens-Clarke County 

community. Furthermore, UGA is susceptible and vulnerable to many potential natural and 

technological hazards, which requires the need to mitigate these potential losses before they 

occur. This plan, which is included in the Clarke County, Georgia Pre-Disaster Hazard 

Mitigation Plan (Clarke County PDM Plan) as Appendix F, follows the objectives and 

mirrors the mission of the Clarke County PDM Plan in that: 

 

ñTo make the faculty, staff, students, and visitors at the University of Georgia 

less vulnerable to the effects of natural hazards through the effective study of 

hazard mitigation, hazard risk assessments, wise floodplain management, and 

a coordinated approach to mitigation policy through state, regional, and local 

planning activities.ò 

 

Preparation of the University of Georgia Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Plan (UGA PDM 

Plan) is uniquely consistent with the UGA Office of Security and Emergency Preparednessô 

mission: 

 ñTo provide a comprehensive security and emergency management program 

for the University of Georgia in order to save lives, protect property, promote 
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continuity of operations, and reduce the overall effects of large-scale 

disasters.ò     

 

The two mission statements listed above, collectively, provide a basis for preparing a UGA 

PDM Plan. The completed UGA PDM Plan will aid the UGA Office of Security and 

Emergency Preparedness in accomplishing its mission on behalf of the University of 

Georgia community as well as assist the Athens-Clarke County Government and emergency 

officials in their efforts to promote a community-wide ñall hazardsò emergency planning 

concept.  

 

Documents included in the following appendices provide additional reference information 

related to the threats addressed in the UGA PDM Plan. 

 

Appendix A  University of Georgia Main Campus Map 

Appendix B  University of Georgia Hazard, Risk, 

and Vulnerability (HRV) Assessment 

Appendix C  University of Georgia Inventory of Assets 

Appendix D  University of Georgia Tornado Siren Map 

Appendix E  Photos of the Trail Creek Flood  

Appendix F  University of Georgia Campus Housing Map 

Appendix G  UGA Presidential Proclamation 

    

1.2. Methodology and Plan Organization 

The UGA PDM Plan is the product of a thorough planning process that relied on the skills 

and expertise of many campus departments as well as the Athens-Clarke County 

government. In order to promote consistency of information between the Athens-Clarke 

County Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Plan and the University of Georgia Pre-Disaster 

Hazard Mitigation Plan, most of the natural hazard vulnerability information was utilized 

from the Clarke County PDM Plan and remains virtually intact in the UGA PDM Plan. In 

fact, most natural disasters that impact Athens-Clarke County will likely impact the 

University of Georgia due to its location and size within the county. The UGA PDM Plan 

will vary in the approach to the Technological Hazards section of the plan as the campus is a 

research institution having over 1,400 research laboratories in close proximity to one another 

on the main campus which presents different and unique challenges. The plan was 

developed for the main campus located in Athens-Clarke County. In addition, the University 

of Georgia Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee decided to include all of the 

buildings in the inventory of assets, all of which are vulnerable to various hazards.  

 

Since UGA is a very large and complex organization, existing members of the Emergency 

Operations Planning Committee will serve as members of the University of Georgia Pre-

Disaster Mitigation Planning Committee (referred to as UGA PDM Planning Committee 

from this point forward.) UGA PDM Planning Committee members were tasked with the 

development of the UGA PDM Plan. These committee members are comprised of Athens-

Clarke County emergency management officials as well as representatives of many of the 

campus emergency response, lab safety, medical, risk management, and emergency planning 

units. These individuals are well acquainted with the complex campus and maintain detailed 
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records of past natural disasters and technological incidents that have impacted the campus. 

The following list identifies the UGA PDM Planning Committee members who contributed 

to development of this plan and reflects meeting dates and attendees. The UGA Office of 

Security and Emergency Preparedness led the planning process for the UGA PDM Plan and 

coordinated with Athens-Clarke County officials and Georgia Emergency Management 

Agency (GEMA) for guidance and consultation throughout the process. In addition, the 

UGA PDM Planning Committee chose to remain intact to conduct research, collect and 

prepare the required information pertaining to critical facilities identification, hazard 

profiles, vulnerability assessments, and mitigation goals and strategies.  

 

 
 

UGA Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee 
 

Steve Harris Director UGA Office of Security and 

Emergency Preparedness 

Bernard Thomas Deputy Chief UGA Police Department 

Wayne Dill Associate Vice President UGA Environmental Safety 

Division 

Wes Kolar Coordinator, Hazardous Assessment 

Response Team 

UGA Environmental Safety 

Division 

Chuck Gulley Emergency Management Coordinator Athens-Clarke County Fire 

and Emergency Services 

Larry Sanborn IT Security Analyst UGA Information Security 

Lynn Tabor Associate Director UGA Health Services 

Kathy McCarty Assistant Director ï Risk Management UGA Business Services 

Russell Dukes Fire Safety Manager, UGA Fire Safety 

Office 

UGA Environmental Safety 

Division 

Jody Jacobs Radiation Safety Manager, UGA 

Radiation Safety Office 

UGA Environmental Safety 

Division 

Maria Kuhn Director of Biosafety, UGA Biosafety 

Office 

Office of Vice President for 

Research 

Ken Crowe Director, Energy Services UGA Physical Plant 

Division 

 

Pre-Disaster Mitigation Planning Meetings (UGA Emergency Operations Planning 

Committee) and Attendee List: 

 

July 26, 2006 at 1:30 p.m. at the UGA Environmental Safety Divisionôs FIRST Building 

 

Russell Dukes                   Wayne Dill 

Bernard Thomas                  Jeff Whitfield 

Wes Kolar                      Maria Kuhn 

Steve Harris 
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August 15, 2006 at 2:00 p.m. at the UGA Environmental Safety Divisionôs FIRST Building 

 

Wayne Dill                      Steve Harris 

Maria Kuhn                     Wes Kolar 

Lynn Tabor                      Larry Sanburn 

Bernard Thomas                  Jeff Whitfield 

 

September 12, 2006 at 2:00 p.m. at the UGA Environmental Safety Divisionôs Conference 

Room 

 

George McElhannon (Fire Safety)     Wayne Dill 

Eric Dellinger (UGA PD)         Bernard Thomas 

Wes Kolar                      Jody Jacobson 

Chuck Gulley                    Lynn Tabor 

Larry Sanburn                   Steve Harris 

 

1.3. Summary of Hazard, Risk, and Vulnerability (HRV) and Goals and Objectives 

Research into past natural and technological hazards provided a basis for predicting the 

probability for future occurrences. Again, most of the research utilized for natural hazards is 

based on the Clarke County PDM Plan natural hazard information. Through compiling this 

information, a risk assessment was developed that provides a context for assessing the 

University of Georgiaôs vulnerability to these potential disasters.  

 

The Universityôs vulnerability was assessed based on each of the hazards identified. The 

vulnerability was determined based on the inventory of all UGA facilities and the 

composition and concentration of the Universityôs population potentially exposed to each of 

the hazards. Although UGA recognizes that information technology threats, structure fires, 

disease, and terrorism are all potential hazards and threats that could impact campus, these 

specific categories were not included in this version of the UGA PDM Plan. We attempted 

to maintain consistency with the cited Clarke County identified hazards. Future revisions of 

the UGA PDM Plan will reflect a more comprehensive and specific review of all campus 

hazards. See Appendix B for the UGA Hazard, Risk, and Vulnerability (HRV) summary. 

 

Mitigation goals and objectives for the University of Georgia were derived from the HRV 

information and intended to minimize the negative impacts of each identified hazard. These 

mitigation goals and objectives will include individual UGA projects as well as several joint 

projects with Clarke County that will attempt to pool and utilize existing resources to 

enhance and strengthen emergency planning and response initiatives. Individual objectives 

and strategies for these identified hazards represent tangible activities that can protect the 

University from potential future losses. For all the identified natural hazards, only dam 

failure and flooding had predictable locations on the UGA campus. The remaining natural 

and technological hazards could potentially cause damage to all UGA facilities. In order to 

estimate the potential losses, all UGA facilities are listed with their structure replacement 

costs and content values in the Inventory of Assets (see Appendix C). These values are 

based on assessments made for purposes of insuring University owned properties and 

building contents. The Georgia Emergency Management Agency (GEMA) Mitigation 
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Information System Online Tool also provides a way to estimate potential dollar losses to 

structures vulnerable to individual hazards.  

 

1.4. Multi -Jurisdictional Considerations 

Within Clarke County, the University of Georgia governmentally functions as a separate 

jurisdiction. UGA operates and controls most of its own infrastructure in regards to utilities, 

bus transportation, and other public services. UGA does rely on county water and sewer 

services as well as fire services for campus. UGA submitted this document as an appendix to 

the Clarke County PDM Plan (Clarke County PDM Plan Appendix F) as well as for the 

Disaster-Resistant University (DRU) project coordinated through the University System of 

Georgia. All UGA facilities identified within Clarke County (utilizing the GEMA Mitigation 

Information System data) are listed with Athens-Clarke County critical facilities and those 

within the City of Winterville. UGA facilities are displayed on the GEMA Mitigation 

System Online Tool in red. 

 

The University and Athens-Clarke County, in general, share the same vulnerability to 

identified hazards; there are no special jurisdictional considerations or variations between 

the two. The exceptions are floods, dam failure, and hazardous materials that are detailed in 

Sections 2 and 3. While it is impossible to predict the location of many potential hazards, 

like thunderstorms, there are presumably inherent differences between the two jurisdictions 

where hazard events will occur. Geography, topography, and physical development are 

important differences in the two jurisdictionsô.  

 

1.5. Adoption, Implementation, Monitoring , and Evaluation 

As a working document, the UGA PDM Plan will allow the University of Georgia and the 

Athens-Clarke County Government to collaboratively identify their needs to state and 

federal officials should a potential natural or technological disaster occur. These needs were 

derived from a systematic process, as described previously, and prepared well in advance of 

a hazard event. The plan will also be updated every three years to address changes at the 

University of Georgia and in conjunction with the Clarke County PDM Plan updates. This 

plan will provide a foundation upon which future information can be added. The University 

of Georgia PDM Plan was adopted in February 2007 by the President. The plan will be 

monitored and evaluated under the direction of the University of Georgiaôs Emergency 

Operations Manager in the Office of Security and Emergency Preparedness. Any and all 

updates to the UGA PDM Plan will be provided to the Athens-Clarke County Emergency 

Services Coordinator who manages the Clarke County PDM plan. The UGA PDM Planning 

Committee will reconvene yearly to discuss future updates and revisions to the UGA PDM 

Plan. 

 

1.6. Copy of Proclamation 

A copy of the proclamation passed by the Office of the President is found in Appendix G. 

This proclamation formally approves this plan for implementation and submission to the 

Georgia Emergency Management Agency, the University System of Georgia, and the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency. 
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1.7. Past Mitigation Projects 

The University of Georgia has completed several campus-wide mitigation projects since the 

development of the UGA Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Plan in 2006. A campus-wide 

emergency alert system, UGAAlert (www.ugaalert.uga.edu) has been implemented on 

campus.  The UGAAlert system is a host based notification system that allows UGA to 

notify faculty, staff and students via e-mail, SMS text messaging, cell phones and landline 

phones during a tornado warning, campus-wide public health threat due to hazardous 

materials or other large-scale situations that require immediate action due to the urgency of 

the emergency situation.  All UGA faculty, staff and student contact information is placed 

into the system and users have the ability to opt out of the system if desired.  To date, only a 

small minority (less than 2%) has opted out of the system.  This emergency notification 

system is one of the emergency notification methods utilized to notify the campus 

community with more than 90% of users receiving the alerts within 15 minutes of the 

activation according to tests and real activations.  Furthermore, the system is tested twice a 

year to encourage users to update their contact information and to improve system 

efficiency. This completed mitigation project is applicable to Tornados, 

Thunderstorm/Wind, Winter Storm, and Hazardous Materials categories of vulnerabilities. 

 

Building Safety and Security Representatives (BSSR) have been designated for more than 

95% of all UGA occupied buildings to assist with emergency planning efforts and to serve 

as a 24/7 point of contact for each building on campus. BSSRs are provided training in their 

roles and responsibilities, basic emergency planning and the National Incident Management 

System (NIMS). These individuals are integral in formulating each building emergency 

plan, utilizing templates provided by the Office of Security and Emergency Preparedness, 

and in serving as points of contact to disseminate safety, security and emergency planning 

literature to all building occupants. This completed mitigation project is applicable to 

Thunderstorms/Wind and Tornados categories of vulnerabilities. 

 

In regards to testing warning systems and implementing drills and exercises, the Office of 

Security and Emergency Preparedness organizes and participates in several campus 

exercises. UGA participates in the yearly State of Georgia Severe Weather Sheltering Day in 

February and an online survey is utilized to collect feedback on the drill in order to improve 

future drills. In addition, the UGAAlert emergency mass notification system is tested in 

conjunction with the statewide severe weather drill and every September with a online 

survey to promote campus feedback. Furthermore, individual building drills and exercises 

are becoming more routine on campus every year. Additionally, a campus wide exercise is 

held every December to test campus and community emergency responders utilizing various 

all hazards scenarios. This completed mitigation project is applicable to the Tornado 

vulnerability. 

 

The final completed mitigation project is related to the Hazardous Materials campus 

vulnerability.  Remote access control devices and enhanced surveillance equipment were 

purchased and installed in 2008 to better protect the UGA Hazardous Waste Treatment 

Facility.    

 

 

http://www.ugaalert.uga.edu/
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1.8. Institution Data 

The University of Georgia, founded January 27, 1785, by the Georgia General Assembly, is 

the first state-chartered university in America. As a land-grant and sea-grant university with 

state-wide commitments and responsibilities, UGA is the state's flagship institution of higher 

education. It is also the state's oldest, most comprehensive, and most diversified institution 

of higher education. Its motto, "to teach, to serve and to inquire into the nature of things," 

reflects the University's integral and unique role in the conservation and enhancement of the 

state's and nation's intellectual, cultural, and environmental heritage.  

 

As a comprehensive land-grant and sea-grant institution, UGA offers baccalaureate, 

master's, doctoral, and professional degrees in the arts, humanities, social sciences, 

biological sciences, physical sciences, agricultural and environmental sciences, business, 

environmental design, family and consumer sciences, forest resources, journalism and mass 

communication, education, law, pharmacy, public health, public and international affairs, 

social work, and veterinary medicine. Total enrollment is approximately 34,000 students. 

More than 79 percent of students enrolled at the University of Georgia are from Georgia. 

Almost 15 percent are from other U.S. states and more than six percent are from other 

nations. Female students comprise almost 57 percent of the student population. With 

original scholarship, basic and applied research, and creative activities constituting an 

essential core from which to draw, the impact of the land-grant and sea-grant mission is 

reflected throughout the state. Cooperative extension, continuing education, public service, 

experiment stations, and technology transfer are all designed to enhance the well-being of 

the citizens of Georgia through their roles in economic, social, and community development. 

The UGA Library is ranked among the top third in the nationôs research libraries with more 

than 4 million volumes and one of the nationôs largest map collections. UGA ranks ninth 

nationally in the number of students studying abroad. 

 

The University of Georgiaôs main campus is located in Athens-Clarke County, a community 

of just over 100,000 in population, and located about 60 miles northeast of downtown 

Atlanta. Clarke County is the stateôs smallest county in its 121.3 square miles. UGAôs main 

campus in Athens consists of approximately 380 major buildings located on 615 acres. Total 

UGA acreage in Georgia exceeds 42,000 acres. 

 

The University of Georgia is the largest employer in Clarke County with a total regular 

workforce of approximately 10,000 employees (faculty, staff, and administrators). 

Additionally, approximately 5,000 individuals are employed in temporary or student worker 

positions throughout the year. The annual budget for UGA exceeds $1.3 billion (37.6% is 

provided by the state of Georgia).  

 

Collegiate sports include nine menôs varsity sports and 12 womenôs varsity sports. Georgia 

teams have won 24 national championships. UGA competes in the NCAA Division 1, 

Southeastern Conference. The largest of UGAôs sports venue is Sanford Stadium, the fifth 

largest on-campus stadium in the country with a seating capacity of nearly 93,000 and the 

14
th
 largest in the world. UGA hosts seven home football games each season, requiring 

cooperation from a host of local and regional law enforcement and emergency response 

agencies. 
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Major transportation routes exist in two interstates, I85 and I20, that lie approximately 20 

miles to the north and south, respectively, and by the Central Savannah Railroad. Several 

major highways (i.e., US 129, US 441, US 29, and US 78) provide access into the county 

and are connected by the Loop 10 Bypass around Athens. 
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2.0 Institution Natural Hazard, Risk, and Vulnerability (HRV) Summary  

 

The University of Georgia Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Plan contains a HRV assessment 

that identifies past hazard events. It also attempts to predict where these hazards events will 

occur in the future. Each of the hazards is defined and profiled based on past occurrences on 

the campus of the University of Georgia and in Clarke County. This plan also utilizes much 

of the natural hazard data and research collected in the Clarke County PDM Plan as most 

natural disasters will likely impact not only the University campus but the city and county as 

a whole. The majority of the technological hazard data is unique to UGA due to its research 

functions. There are several unique facilities containing a variety of deadly biological 

diseases, hazardous chemicals, and some small quantities of radiological materials. In 

addition, data has been compiled on the vulnerability of all the buildings and structures on 

the UGA campus in order to estimate potential losses from each hazard (structural and 

content values).  

 

The second section of the plan presents a set of Mitigation Goals, Objectives, and Actions 

based on the HRV assessment. This section lists a series of mitigation actions that will 

minimize the loss of potential hazards. It also identifies the responsible party for 

implementing each action, cost estimates, potential funding sources, and recommended 

completion date. The implementation program is a way that the University of Georgia can 

achieve the goals of the Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Plan through specific actions, and 

with grant funding assistance. It will also provide a mechanism by which the University of 

Georgia and the Athens-Clarke County Government can partner and collaborate regarding 

potential funding sources and seek effective solutions to problems that impact both entities. 

 

In addition, the UGA Hazard, Risk, and Vulnerability assessment is provided in Appendix B 

as supplemental information to evaluate the probability of the event occurrence as well as 

the human, property, and economic impacts associated with each hazard. The HRV was 

created with input from the UGA PDM Planning Committee, many of whom maintain 

detailed historical records of severe weather and other hazardous events impacting the UGA 

campus as a part of their job function. National, state, and local sources were searched to 

verify and obtain additional information. The UGA PDM Planning committee opted to use 

the Clarke County PDM Plan data which is derived from Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA) hazard classifications for consistency purposes. The Clarke County PDM 

Plan indicates that eight (8) hazards could potentially occur in Clarke County. These 

include: Tornado, Thunderstorms/Wind, Winter Storm, Drought, Flood, Hail, Dam Failure, 

and Hazardous Materials. See Section 2.0 and Table 1 in the Clarke County PDM Plan for 

additional details. 

 

These eight (8) hazards also pose a significant threat to the University of Georgia. Of these, 

floods, dam failure, and hazardous materials have predictable locations on the UGA campus. 

The remainder could occur anywhere in the county, potentially affecting any facility, 

property, or person. The planôs mitigation goals and objectives address each hazard for 

purpose of disaster loss reduction and affecting all UGA critical facilities.  
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2.1 Tornados*  

A tornado is a violent windstorm characterized by a twisting, funnel-shaped cloud. It usually 

develops from strong or severe thunderstorms. It is spawned by a thunderstorm (or 

sometimes as a result of a hurricane) and produced when cool air overrides a layer of warm 

air, forcing the warm air to rise rapidly. Tornados also develop along the leading edge of a 

single thunderstorm or a line of leading thunderstorms. The damage from a tornado is a 

result of the high wind velocity and wind-blown debris. The winds tornados generate can 

reach 120 miles per hour while traveling, on average, 30 miles per hour. Most tornados in 

Georgia occur between March and August. They are usually short-lived, typically lasting up 

to 10 minutes. Tornados, by their very nature, are unpredictable and destructive; 

representing the greatest natural hazard likely to affect the University of Georgia. 
  

Based on research from the National Climatic Data Center, six (6) tornados have occurred in 

the Clarke County area or on the UGA campus since 1954. All reported incidences occurred 

between 1973 and 1986 causing a total of $275,281,000 in property damage (total for Clarke 

County and UGA) and amounting to the largest damage of all identified hazards. This fact 

emphasizes the destructive potential posed by tornados. Based on these past occurrences, the 

University of Georgiaôs probability to experience a tornado will occur every 7.5 years.  

 

As noted above, tornados often develop during thunderstorms and predicting their precise 

(occurrence) location is impossible. Like thunderstorms, it must be assumed that a tornado 

could inflict damage to any of the University facilities. The GEMA Mitigation Information 

System data depicts all of the University of Georgiaôs facilities that could be impacted by 

tornado damage. Individual facility information relative to building size, building value, and 

content value are contained in the UGA Inventory of Assets located in Appendix C. All 

UGA facilities are in an area where a tornado could potentially occur. 

 

Destruction from a tornado occurs from both wind blown debris or from an actual tornado 

touching ground. The effects of a tornado are commonly seen in building damage, uprooting 

of trees, or the toppling of utility or transmission lines and their structures. As a potential 

tornado may occur anywhere in Clarke County; all of the structures located on the campus 

of the University of Georgia are potentially vulnerable to tornado damage. The GEMA 

Mitigation Information System data identifies the University buildings potentially 

vulnerable to a tornado (see Exhibit A). 
 

Tornados represent a significant threat to the University of Georgia, not necessarily in 

frequency but in potential for high monetary loss. Due to the high concentration of buildings 

and people on campus, UGA could potentially sustain more significant property damages 

and loss of life in general comparison to Clarke County. UGA typically has a daytime 

population of nearly 50,000 faculty, staff, students, and visitors; but swells to over 120,000 

seven times a year during home football games. All UGA buildings and structures are 

susceptible to damage or loss by a tornado as illustrated by the GEMA Mi tigation 

Information System data. These potential damages have the potential to disrupt Institutional 

services as well as cause a loss of life.  
 

*Utilized existing information contained in the Clarke County PDM Plan.  
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Exhibit A  

ClarkeClarkeClarkeClarkeClarke

 

Map of Athens-Clarke County identifying UGA structures and facilities 

susceptible to tornados. Note that all UGA structures and facilities are within the 

designated area of Clarke County for potential for tornado damage.  

  

 

*Map referenced from the GEMA Mitigation Information System Online Tool 

data. 

 

Madison County 

Oglethorpe County 

Oconee County 

Jackson County 

UGA Facilities in 

Clarke County 

noted in RED 
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2.2. Thunderstorms/Wind* 

Thunderstorms can cause heavy rains, strong winds, hail, lightning, and tornados depending 

on weather conditions. A thunderstorm is formed from a combination of moisture, rapidly 

rising warm air, and a condition that lifts air. All thunderstorms contain lightning. 

Thunderstorms may occur singly, in clusters, or in lines. It is possible for several 

thunderstorms to affect one location in the course of a few hours. Some of the most severe 

weather occurs when a single thunderstorm affects one location for an extended period of 

time. 

 

Thunderstorms can occur at any time of the year and potentially affect the entire University 

of Georgia campus. Severe thunderstorms (with the potential for hail and tornados) are most 

likely to occur between the months of March and August. Georgia, as a southern state, is 

particularly susceptible to seasonal thunderstorms. 

 

The National Weather Service issues a severe thunderstorm watch when conditions are 

likely to generate damaging winds in excess of 58 mph, or hail in excess of three-fourths of 

an inch. Directional winds in excess of 100 mph are responsible for the majority of 

thunderstorm damage.  

 

The National Climatic Data Center (NCDC) records thunderstorms and over the past 54 

years, 71 thunderstorm events were recorded during this time-span. Severe thunderstorm 

events have caused a total of $75.7 million in property damages, 11 personal injuries, and 9 

fatalities in Clarke County and on the UGA campus. Based on the historic frequency 

recorded by the NCDC, the UGA can expect a thunderstorm event every 0.75 years. 

 

All buildings and structures on the UGA campus are potentially vulnerable to thunderstorms 

and wind and are consequently vulnerable to loss. The GEMA Mitigation Information 

System data identifies all UGA facilities and structures potentially vulnerable to a 

thunderstorm/wind (see Exhibit B).  

 

Thunderstorms/wind have been the leading natural hazard affecting the campus in terms of 

occurrence. In the future, it is probable that thunderstorms/wind will continue to inflict 

significant damage, injuries, and deaths on the University of Georgia campus. They 

represent the second greatest natural hazard threat affecting the University of Georgia and 

Clarke County as a whole. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Utili zed existing information contained in the Clarke County PDM Plan.  
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Exhibit B  

ClarkeClarkeClarkeClarkeClarke

 

Map of Athens-Clarke County identifying UGA structures and facilities susceptible 

to thunderstorms/wind.  Note that all UGA structures and facilities are within the 

designated area of Clarke County for potential for thunderstorms/wind damage.  

  

 

*Map referenced from the GEMA Mitigation Information  

  System Online Tool data. 
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2.3. Winter Storm*  

Severe winter storms bring the threat of freezing rain and ice storms. Freezing rain occurs 

when surface temperatures are below freezing (32 degrees Fahrenheit). As moisture falls in 

liquid form, it freezes after hitting the colder ground; creating a coating of ice on the ground 

and exposed surfaces. Heavy accumulations of ice when accompanied by wind causes 

damage to trees and transmission lines. Pedestrian and vehicular transportation routes 

(sidewalks, bridges, roads) become particularly hazardous. Motorists often travel 

unknowingly along roadways glazed with ice. 

 

Research identified seven (7) occurrences of severe winter storms on the University of 

Georgia campus and in Clarke County. While these storms are relatively infrequent, with a 

probability of one every 6.43 years, they can cause significant damage and disruption of 

services. These seven winter storms caused damage reported at $50,975,000 (UGA and 

Clarke County combined damages) by the National Climatic Data Center. 

 

In assessing the assets on campus that might be exposed to winter storms, it was determined 

that all the buildings on the UGA campus were susceptible to being exposed to this hazard. 

As mentioned previously, trees and falling limbs can cause damage resulting from winter 

storms. In fact, the University of Georgia has many older trees around campus and attempts 

to preserve them when contemplating new construction projects, adds to the probability of 

this hazard creating additional damages to UGA structures. The potential loss for the 

University of Georgia includes all of the buildings on campus as identified by the GEMA 

Mitigation Information System Online Tool data (see Exhibit C). Specific information (i.e. 

replacement value and content value) about these UGA facilities is available in Appendix C. 

 

Winter storms have the potential to affect both the University of Georgia and Clarke County. 

There are not jurisdictional differences in regard to winter storms. 

 

Winter storms pose a significant threat to the University of Georgia, based on previous 

storms and their reported damages. In terms of identified hazards, winter storms rank third 

in total dollar loss. As eighty-five percent of ice storm deaths are traffic related, mitigation 

activities that address transportation facilities are particularly important in mitigating the 

effects of winter storms. Specific mitigation actions that pertain to winter storms are found 

in Section 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Utilized existing information contained in the Clarke County PDM Plan 
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Exhibit C  

ClarkeClarkeClarkeClarkeClarke

 

Map of Athens-Clarke County identifying UGA structures and facilities 

susceptible to winter storms.  Note that all UGA structures and facilities are 

within the designated area of Clarke County for potential for winter storm 

damage.  

 

  

*Map referenced from the GEMA Mitigation Information  

  System Online Tool data. 
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2.4. Drought*  

Droughts occur following unusually long periods of dry weather, resulting in crop damage 

or disruption of water supplies due to water shortages. The severity of droughts is measured, 

in part, by their duration in three incremental levels: 1) short term, 1-3 months; 2) 

intermediate, 4-6 months; and 3) long term, 6 or more months. Droughts in Clarke County, 

like those in other Georgia counties, can also severely affect municipal water supplies, 

recreational activities on campus owned lakes, and the production of agricultural products or 

livestock research on University owned properties.  

 

Historical records for previous occurrences of drought events from the past 54 years were 

drawn from three sources: 1) the National Climatic Data Center (NCDC); 2) the University 

of Georgiaôs College of Agriculture & Environmental Services; and 3) the Georgia Forestry 

Commission. Fourteen (14) droughts have affected the University of Georgia and Clarke 

County since 1951 with the only reported damage occurring in September 1997costing $20 

million in crop damage. From 1998-2000, UGAôs moisture deficiency was calculated at 

43% of its normal level.
1
 During this two-year period, eight (8) of the countyôs twelve (12) 

recorded droughts occurred. On average, however, a drought event occurred every 3.75 

years and represents the probability of a future hazard event. In Georgia, the costliest 

weather disaster (1980-2004) occurred in 1993 resulting from ñheat wave/droughtò that 

caused $1.3 billion in damages.  

 

Although the University of Georgiaôs buildings and structures are not considered vulnerable 

to damage and loss associated with drought, some agricultural, livestock, and recreational 

resources could be affected. The University of Georgia maintains several agricultural and 

livestock research facilities in Clarke County. 

 

Agricultural crop losses are difficult to estimate as the duration of a drought and its severity 

cannot be accurately predicted. Predicted impacts on livestock are not easy to determine as 

livestock numbers fluctuate during the year on UGA-owned properties in the county. The 

GEMA Mitigation Information System data cannot be used to provide information on this 

hazard for reporting potential losses.  

 

In addition, UGAôs Strategic Plan indicates an increasing trend to develop University owned 

land located near the Athens campus (which has traditionally been utilized for agricultural 

purposes) into additional academic, research, and recreational facilities. As a result, less 

UGA-owned land will be utilized in Clarke County for agricultural purposes and more land 

will be purchased in other rural areas of the state for this primary purpose. On the whole, 

Clarke County is becoming less agricultural and more developed with most land previously 

used for agricultural purposes being utilized for commercial or residential use. Currently, 

UGA owns about 1,200 acres in Clarke County that is strictly utilized for beef cattle, 

poultry, swine, and agricultural research activities. Increased residential development trends 

will also expose increasing populations to disruption of water supplies caused by droughts. 

                                                 

*Utilized existing information contained in the Clarke County PDM Plan.  
1
 Stooksbury, David. ñSevere Drought in Georgia Returns.ò Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia, College 

of Agricultural & Environmental Services, 1999.  
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These effects are not expected to affect critical facilities. The GEMA Mitigation Information 

System data is not applicable to this hazard. 

 

As evidenced in past droughts, loss and damage builds over time. In prolonged periods of 

drought, the damaging effects increase through disruption of water supplies and available 

qualities. The same is true for agricultural and forest resources. Due to the fact that the 

county is projected to experience future growth, more attention will need to be focused on 

mitigation efforts and an overall reduction in use by UGA and Clarke County. Specifically, 

due to the extreme drought conditions that impacted most of north Georgia during 2007. 

 

In October 2007, a 12-member advisory task force (comprised of UGA faculty, staff and 

students) was charged with developing recommendations for the UGA senior administration 

to consider in order to achieve more effective water conservation on campus. The charge to 

the Ad-Hoc Task Force on Water Resources was three-fold: (1) to develop practical 

recommendations to conserve significant amounts of water in the short term with the least 

possible impact on core missions; (2) to develop recommendations for sustained water 

conservation; and (3) to generate proposals for potentially increasing the Universityôs water 

supply, both now and in the future.  

 

The entire UGA Ad-Hoc Task Force on Water Resources may be found at 

http://www.uga.edu/aboutUGA/water_tips.html which is a comprehensive UGA Web site 

that provides conservation tips, resource links and information on UGA conservation 

projects. In addition, several initiatives and proposals that resulted from the UGA report 

include proposals for systemic changes in UGAôs construction and maintenance practices to 

retain water and use it more efficiently; development of an emergency management plan to 

identify and prioritize critical campus functions to maintain in the event of a water supply 

crisis; and enhancement of a public awareness campaign to increase knowledge of the issue 

and effect changes in behavior by individual members of the campus community.  

 

2.5. Floods  
Floods are one of the more common natural hazards, typically developing over a period of 

days after heavy rainfall or thunderstorms. Flooding of streams and rivers occurs when the 

ground and soils are saturated with moisture and unable absorb additional volumes. Many 

variables contribute to flooding, like topography, vegetative cover, and rainfall intensity. 

Flash floods occur during heavy rainfalls within a short period of time as soils and drainage 

facilities are unable to transfer larger volumes of water. Flood location is typically 

dependant on saturated soils from a previous rainfall or where water collects on impervious 

surfacesðlike parking areas and paved roadways without adequate drainage. The UGA 

PDM Planning Committee researched historical information that identified previous 

occurrences of floods occurring on campus. According to records maintained by members of 

the UGA PDM Planning Committee, there have only been two (2) floods on the University 

of Georgia campus in the past ten (10) years. During this period, two floods caused property 

damages. One that caused property damage, in 2004, (Sanford Stadium Field, Tennis 

Complex, and Foley Field locker rooms) resulted in nearly $200,000 in damages; and a 

second, in 2005, (Chicopee Building #8) caused $40,000 in damages (see Appendix E). 

Other historical flooding events were reported along Lumpkin Street near the Baxter Street 

http://www.uga.edu/aboutUGA/water_tips.html
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intersection and in Sanford Stadium, both located on the Tanyard Branch Culvert. Recent 

improvements to storm water drainage facilities seem to have alleviated potential flooding in 

this area. The expected probability of a future flood event is one every five (5) years. 

Damage reported from flooding is minimal with the exception of flooding caused by 

Tropical Storm Alberto in 1994 that similarly caused the worst flooding in the history of 

Georgia. The UGA PDM Planning Committee believes floods pose the fifth greatest risk to 

the UGA campus of all identified hazards. 

 

Based on previous flood events, it was determined that a limited number of the University of 

Georgiaôs buildings are exposed to flooding. The exception is the Chicopee Building 

(Building #8) as mentioned earlier in this section. Flood maps were also used to identify any 

UGA facilities in these potentially vulnerable areas (see Exhibits D and E). Based on these 

maps, one UGA facility, the Chicopee Building #8 (Grounds Department Building), is 

located in the floodplain. In July 2005, this building sustained over $40,000 in flood damage 

resulting from Trail Creekôs flooding after several days of constant rainfall. Future flood 

mitigation efforts will be focused in this area with possible collaboration from the Athens-

Clarke County government. The replacement cost for the Chicopee Building #8 (Grounds 

Department Building) is $495,000 with a building content value of $27,000. The online tool 

was also used to identify other areas that are susceptible for flood hazard. Although there are 

several areas on campus that appear to be susceptible to flooding, there were no other 

specific structures that are located in the Trail Creek, Tanyard Creek, or North Oconee River 

floodplains. These floodplain areas include the Sanford Stadium Football Field area (see 

Exhibits F and G) and several parking lots off River Road in the East Campus area (See 

Exhibits H, I, and J). No applicable mitigation actions are specified in Section 4 beyond the 

University of Georgiaôs awareness of the potential vulnerability to flooding in these areas. 

Beyond these locations, no other assets were identified as susceptible to future hazard events 

as determined by the GEMA Mitigation Information System data and other FEMA sources. 

 

In early 2008, the University of Georgia purchased the former OôMalleyôs Building which is 

located off Williams Street immediately where the street changes to Baldwin Street. The 

OôMalleyôs Building will be renovated by the UGA Architectôs Office and utilized as the 

new Medical Partnership Building based on a partnership between the UGA and the Medical 

College of Georgia (MCG). It is estimated that it will be occupied by the fall of 2010. Lower 

portions of the Medical Partnership Building are located within the floodplain area. It is not 

known at this time due to current construction the intended use of the portions of the 

building which occupy the floodplain area. As this is determined and finalized, flood 

mitigation actions will be explored for this building and the area as the building comes on 

line for use by UGA and MCG in 2010. Collaborative partners will include the Athens-

Clarke County Emergency Management Agency, MCG, GEMA and FEMA.  

 

The University of Georgia falls under the Athens-Clarke County governmentôs enforcement 

of floodplain management ordinances which are intended to reduce the effects of flood 

damage by controlling development in flood-prone areas. In addition, there are state 

mandates that prevent and regulate state-funded construction projects from being built in 

identified floodplain areas. 
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The University of Georgia and Clarke County do not share the same vulnerability to 

flooding. This characteristic is primarily due to the fact that most, if not all, rivers flow 

through the countyôs jurisdiction and not through the UGA campus. Some areas on the UGA 

campus are more susceptible to flooding as described above and as identified by information 

from the National Flood Insurance Program (see Exhibits D, F and H) and the GEMA 

Mitigation Information System data (see Exhibits E, G and I). Both jurisdictions share some 

of the same mitigation measures and share similar solutions to flood hazards.  

 

The University of Georgia campus has experienced few floods and relatively minor flood 

damage. This is not to say that future floods will not occur, but rather that UGA is not 

particularly vulnerable to floods. If a flood occurs in the future, it may likely affect the UGA 

Grounds Department located in the Chicopee Building, likely causing some structural 

damage to the building. The Grounds Department is responsible for keeping the UGA 

landscape environment safe and well-maintained. A temporary service disruption of their 

operations might occur. In addition, the eastern edge of campus adjacent to the North 

Oconee River may be impacted with minor flooding in parking lots. Temporary parking 

disruptions in this area would be a nuisance but temporary solutions would be easily 

implemented. The UGA PDM Planning Committee suggested several mitigation actions to 

minimize the effects of flooding in this area (see Section 4.5). 
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Exhibit D  

North Oconee River/ UGA Chicopee Complex & UGA Medical Partnership Bldg 

 

The above map depicts the flood prone area that follows the North Oconee River in 

Athens, GA. UGA property adjacent to the river includes the Physical Plant Divisionôs 

Chicopee Complex including the Grounds Department (building #8) and the UGA 

Medical Partnership Building. While actual flooding is infrequent, flooding in the area 

does happen. Trail Creek, which feeds into the Oconee River, overflows its banks more 

frequently due to the shallow creek bed and runoffs from upstream sources. 

 

Map referenced from the FEMA Web site www.fema.gov from the National Flood 

Insurance Program. 

 

 

 

 

UGA Medical 

Partnership Bldg 

http://www.fema.gov/
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North Oconee River/UGA Chicopee Complex 

 

This map reflects the flood prone areas which follow the North Oconee River and Trail 

Creek. The area includes the Physical Plant Divisionôs Chicopee Complex located along 

MLK, Jr. Parkway. The map also reflects the Chicopee Building #8 (Physical Plantôs 

Grounds Department) location within the flood plain of Trail Creek (see highlighted box 

above). 

 

*Map referenced from the GEMA Mitigation Information System Online   

  Tool data. 
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North Oconee River/UGA Medical Partnership Building 

 

This map reflects the flood prone areas which follow the North Oconee River and Trail 

Creek. The area includes the UGA Medical Partnership Building (formerly known as 

OôMalleyôs) located on Williams Street. 

 

*Map referenced from the GEMA Mitigation Information System Online Tool data. 
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Tanyard Creek/North Oconee River/UGA Stadium Area 

The above map depicts the North Oconee River floodplain area just east of the 

UGA stadium. Tanyard Creekôs water flow is contained in underground pipes 

under the Stadium, joins the North Oconee River at the Oconee Hill Cemetery. 

Therefore, no flood area is depicted for Tanyard Creek on campus. 

 

 *Map referenced from FEMA Map Service Center. See www.fema.gov for 

additional map details. 

Exhibit F  
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http://www.fema.gov/
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Tanyard Creek/North Oconee River/UGA Stadium Area 

 

The University of Georgia Sanford Stadium has undergone flooding preventive 

measures by routing Tanyard Creek under the stadium. The creek then rejoins 

the North Oconee River near the Oconee Hills Cemetery. Some streets and low 

lying areas are still susceptible to flooding periodically. 

 

*Map referenced from the GEMA Mitigation Information System Online Tool  

  data. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit G  
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North Oconee River/East Campus Area 

 

Although East Campus encompasses many diverse departments, the structures are far 

enough from the floodplain area (noted in the map above) to incur minimal flood 

damage from the North Oconee River. Low lying areas and streets may be 

susceptible to flooding periodically. East Campus Village residence halls (not shown 

on map) are located in the vicinity of the Ramsey Center and are not in the floodplain 

area. 

 

*Map referenced from FEMA Map Service Center. See www.fema.gov for additional   

  map details. 
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Ramsey Center 

GA 

Loop 

10 

Performing   and Visual 

Arts Complex 

http://www.fema.gov/


 26 

 

 Hardin Dr

 Carlton St

  

 A
g

ric
u
ltu

re
 D

r

 Green St
 A

g
ri

c
u
lt
u

re
 D

r  Carlton St

 University Dr

 Hampton Ct

 Southview Dr

E
 C

am
pu

s 
R

d

 College Station Rd

E
 C

a
m

p
u

s
 R

d

 R
iv

e
r 
R

d

 R
iv

e
r R

d

 College Station Rd

  

 A
th

e
n

s
 P

e
ri
m

e
te

r 

 A
th

e
n

s
 P

e
rim

e
te

r 

  

  

  

  

 College Station Rd
 A

th
en

s 
P
e
rim

et
e
r  R

iv
e

r R
d

 

Performing and Visual 

Arts Complex 

Ramsey Center 

University 

Health Center 

Animal Science Center 

North Oconee River /East Campus Area 

 

East Campus is home to a variety of University structures, including the Ramsey Student 

Activities Center, the Performing and Visual Arts Complex, the University Health Center, 

and the Edgar L. Rhodes Animal Science Center. As this North Oconee River Floodplain 

map indicates, flood conditions for these structures are minimal, although streets and 

parking areas may be susceptible to flooding periodically. 

 

*Map referenced from the GEMA Mitigation Information System Online Tool data. 
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North Oconee River/East Campus Area 

 

This aerial shot displays the entire East Campus area looking to the south. This area has 

experienced rapid growth due to the addition of the East Campus Village housing complex 

and the East Village Commons, which includes dining facilities as well as office space. The 

North Oconee River flood plain region would encompass the parking lots and low lying 

areas directly above the UGA Performing and Visual Arts Complex as shown in the center 

of the map.   

 

*Imagery provided by the UGA Pictometry software program. 
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2.6. Hail *  

Hail is a seasonal phenomenon, occurring between February and August usually in the 

afternoon or evening hours. The size of hail varies in northeast Georgia but is typically no 

greater than 1.75 inches. A hail storm can cause both property and crop damage. 
 

Over the past 54 years, twenty-eight (28) hail events occurred on the University of Georgia 

campus and in Clarke County according to NCDC. The total amount of property damage 

resulting from these occurrences was $14,000 (UGA and Clarke County combined). No 

deaths or injuries were recorded. An event is predicted to occur every 1.61 years. 
  
All of the University of Georgiaôs facilities are susceptible to damage from hail. Based on 

limited historical records, limited monetary damage resulted from hail. As the University of 

Georgia does not have significant agricultural crops in Clarke County, future losses are 

predicted to be minimal. There are no expected land use or developmental trends related to 

hail. Both the University of Georgia and Clarke County share vulnerability to severe hail. 

The GEMA Mitigation Information System data is not applicable to this hazard. 
 

While hail occurs somewhat frequently on the University of Georgia campus, the potential 

damage it may inflict is minimal. It, nevertheless, does disrupt functions and operations on 

the campus and poses some safety risks to faculty, staff, students, and visitors who are 

frequently outside traveling from building to building. Based on frequency and damage, hail 

is the least threatening natural hazard affecting the University of Georgia. Refer to Section 

4.6 for activities that could mitigate the effects of hail. 

 

2.7. Dam Failure*  

Dams are defined as physical barriers that control water flow, usually containing water in 

lakes or ponds. Many types of dams exist, from large concrete and steel structures to earthen 

dams made of local materials. Dams are widely used to control floods, provide for recreation 

and generate electricity. Damage resulting from dam failure can be severe. There is often 

little time between the initial failure (i.e., leaking or seepage) and the structureôs total 

failure; leaving little time for evacuation. Dam failure primarily poses a potential safety risk 

through flooding in downstream areas.  
 

In Georgia, dams are classified by two categories: 

1) ñCategory Iò as high hazard dams and  

2) ñCategory IIò as low hazard dams.  

There are only three dams on UGA property, the Lake Herrick Dam and two lakes with 

dams located on the UGA Golf Course, and all are classified as a Category II, low hazard 

dams.  
 

The NCDC data did not list any dam failures since 1950 in Clarke County and the Lake 

Herrick Dam and other dams were constructed in the 1980s. Further research was 

inconclusive in identifying occurrences of dam failures. The probability of dam failure exists 

on the UGA campus, but having only three dams to monitor and maintain lessens the 

probability of failure. The dams located on the UGA Golf Course are located in a low 

population area and there are no residences or buildings located nearby. 

*Utilized existing information contained in the Clarke County PDM Plan. 
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The UGA PDM Planning Committee believed dam failure did not pose a serious threat to 

UGA facilities. The GEMA Mitigation Information System tool does not identify this 

hazard. Aerial photographs of the Lake Herrick Dam and the UGA Golf Course dams 

utilizing Pictometry Software tools are included in Exhibit K and K.1. 

  

The Lake Herrick Dam is located off College Station Road near the intersection of East 

Campus Road at the UGA Intramural Fields and Recreation Complex. It does not pose any 

threat to UGA structures, residences, roadways or any Clarke County critical facilities 

should it fail. It is spring fed and has a standard flow pipe which is regularly inspected. 

 

The UGA Golf Course dams are located off Riverbend Road which is located between 

College Station Road and South Milledge Avenue. The UGA Golf Course is a public course 

used by the University and the community. The UGA Golf team practices and holds 

tournaments on the course during the NCAA golf season. The UGA Golf Course has several 

small lakes located throughout the 18-hole course, all of which are less than 10 acres in size.  

These lakes do not pose a threat to UGA structures, residences, roadways or any UGA or 

Clarke County critical facilities should they fail.   

   
Future growth and construction is not expected to occur in this area. Existing land use and 

development regulations will restrict new construction in these areas.  
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Lake Herrick Dam from the East 

 

 

 
 

Lake Herrick Dam from the West 
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University Golf Course Dam 
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